THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
noon of July 3Oth the telegram goes off, urgently advising peace.
Bethmann collapses. He attempts to save, or to divert on to other shoulders, what he can; he wires to his Ambassador in Vienna: " We are, of course, ready to fulfil the obligation of our alliance, but must decline to be drawn •wantonly into a world conflagration without having any regard $ aid to our counsels." Under these words run the warning tones of Bismarck's ghostly voice: "From the moment m which Vienna becomes convinced that the bridges between Germany and Russia are burnt, Germany will b& in danger of becoming to a certain extent dependent on Austria, and finally risking life and limb for Pienna's Balkan policy'."€), prophetic spirit 1 That is exactly what happened in July, rptf..                                                       t $
Had the Chancellor wired his rebellion against VleauAkP four days earlier, Europe had been saved. To-day it wad valueless, even if, as has been alleged, Tschirschky it* Vienna purposely made no use of it.
For now the Army has taken over the reins in the Foreign Office; and for four whole years they will not let them go. The telegra^a; Generals Moltke "urgently advises" immediate mbbihsatibji of the whole army by Vienna; it sounds like the first word of command From Germany. Thousands more will follow it. So decisively does Germany's Commander-in-Chief intervene in the policy of alliances that Berchtold, when Conrad reads him the two columns from Berlin on the 3ist, cries outs "Thati$good! Who is in command, Moltke or Bethmannf J asked you to come h&re because I had the impression that Germany was wavering. Now, however, / have satisfactory explanations from authoritative military sources" Only after this did Vienna "decide to ask His Majesty to decree general mobilisation.'* The old Emperor signed the edict, bmt Jft;tte he hoped from it and what his true feelings fs sfeown by a remark which he made during these days to Conrad von Ho*tzendorf: "If the Monarchy is & go % Ml mw^.at least it shall go like a gentleman"
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